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On 4 November 2022, Germany’s federal and state governments renewed the “Administrative 

Agreement between the Federal and State Governments in Accordance with Article 91b Paragraph 

1 of the Basic Law on the Funding of Top-Level Research at Universities – Excellence Strategy” and 

reiterated their commitment to promote scientific excellence, to continually advance university 

profile-building and to expand cooperation within the German system of research and higher edu-

cation even further. The Excellence Strategy is designed to sustainably strengthen Germany’s posi-

tion as a research location, further increase its international competitiveness and to continue the 

successful development aimed at building a research culture that supports top-level performance 

and quality across the board. The objective is to maintain the dynamic within the German research 

system achieved during the first funding period and to continue strengthening the universities by 

supporting their subject-related and strategic profile-building in a variety of performance areas.  

The University of Excellence funding line aims at the long-term strengthening of institutions and 

the expansion of their international top-level research position based on successful Clusters of 

Excellence. 

Funding will begin 1 January 2027. 

In December 2022, the Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft (DFG, German Research Foundation) 

published a separate call for proposals for the Clusters of Excellence funding line. 

General Notes 

These guidelines contain information on the use of funds in the Universities of Excellence funding 

line. They are based on the “Administrative Agreement between the Federal and State Govern-

ments in Accordance with Article 91b Paragraph 1 of the Basic Law on the Funding of Top-Level 

Research at Universities – Excellence Strategy” of 16 June 2016 in the version of 4 November 2022. 

Other documents should also be considered in addition to these guidelines: 

 Call for proposals in the Universities of Excellence funding line dated 28 March 2024  

 Timeline for the Excellence Strategy until 2027 

 Funding criteria for the Universities of Excellence funding line 

 Mustervorlage für die Absichtserklärung zur geplanten Antragstellung in der Förderlinie  

Exzellenzuniversitäten (Instructions on writing a letter of intent for a planned proposal for 

the Universities of Excellence funding line, available in German only) 

 Proposal templates with explanatory notes for the Universities of Excellence funding line 

All documents are available on the web page of the Wissenschaftsrat (WR, German Science and 

Humanities Council). 

https://www.wissenschaftsrat.de/EN/Fields-of-Activity/Competitive_review_processes/Excellence-Strategy/Call_for_Proposals_2024-2026/Call_for_Proposals_2024-2026_node.html
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A. Cost Types 
Within the funding framework it is possible to apply for staff costs, other direct expenditure and 

investment costs, contributing to the implementation of the institutional strategy as a University of 

Excellence or a University Excellence Consortium (regarding proposals for a University Excellence 

Consortium, the term “institutional strategy” refers to a supra-institutional strategy of the consor-

tium as a whole). For all requested funds, a rough funding plan for the next seven years, divided 

into yearly tranches as well as into staff and direct project costs and investment costs, must be 

presented. The plausibility of the funding plan is one of the funding criteria and must be presented 

by the applicant universities. 

As the funding by the federal government and the host state is long-term in accordance with the 

relevant state regulations of the respective host state on basic funding, the requested funds do not 

– as in expenditure-based project funding – have to be restricted to the additionally incurred, direct 

expenditures. 

B. Funding Recipients and External Participants 
The respective University of Excellence or the respective university managing the funds in a Univer-

sity Excellence Consortium is the recipient of funds (in case of a proposal as a University Excellence 

Consortium the applicant universities will name a university that will administer the awarded funds). 

Where permitted by the provisions of state law, recipient universities can forward funds to partici-

pating partner institutions in Germany in the form of temporary project funding. The partner insti-

tutions keep documentary evidence of the use of the project funds made available to them which 

the university or the University Excellence Consortium assesses and subsequently incorporates the 

result of the assessment in its reporting for the host state and the federal government. Cooperation 

partners from the private sector and from abroad cannot receive funding from the Excellence  

Strategy programme. 

C. Provision of Funds 
A total of 75 % of funds are provided by the federal government and 25 % by the respective host 

states. |1 For the joint funding of Universities of Excellence and University Excellence Consortia, the 

federal government allocates the annual federal share to the respective host state. The respective 

host state draws from the annual allocation as needed. The state may not build financial reserves 

from federal funds. The state budget indicates the sum of the respective federal and state share 

                                                        
| 1 The funding of the complete programme is subject to funds being made available by the legislative bodies. 
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under the funding purpose “University of Excellence” for each university separately from other uni-

versity funding. Also, in the budget of the respective University of Excellence or the universities 

participating in a University Excellence Consortium, sufficient transparency with regard to the sum 

of federal and state shares must be created and the use of earmarked funds as specified ensured. 

The provision of funds by the federal government to the states is tied to the respective budget year. 

D. Regulations on Financial Resource Management 
The funding of Universities of Excellence and University Excellence Consortia is subject to the reg-

ulations of the respective host state for the basic funding of universities. These regulations also 

determine the modalities of financial resource management and use, and, where applicable, the 

reciprocal eligibility for coverage of the approved staff costs, other direct expenditure and invest-

ment costs. 

The funds are earmarked for the programme objectives and to be used according to the funding 

plan approved with the proposal. The host state is responsible for ensuring and verifying the use of 

earmarked funds. The state verifies that funds have been used as specified at the universities or 

the University Excellence Consortia and submits abridged expenditure reports to the federal  

government. The responsible state audit office is that of the host state; the state-specific provisions 

of budget and cash law apply accordingly. The rights of the Federal Audit Office in accordance with 

Section 91 of the Federal Budget Code are not affected. 

Permission by state law provided, funds may also be used for construction or renovation and initial 

equipment of buildings if they were applied for and approved for the implementation of the insti-

tutional strategy. Timely consultation with the respective home state is recommended when apply-

ing for construction projects. 

In case of interstate University Excellence Consortia, funds for each funded university are managed 

in accordance with regulations for basic funding of the respective host state. The annual shares for 

each applicant university must be reflected in the University Excellence Consortium’s funding plan. 

For the funding of an interstate University Excellence Consortium, the federal government allocates 

the annual federal share to the host state of the managing university. Should changes occur with 

reference to the share amount of the universities participating in the excellence consortium over 

time, prior consent of the federal government and the respective host states is required. 
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E. Further Information 
Administrative Agreement between the Federal and State Governments in Accordance with  

Article 91b Paragraph 1 of the Basic Law on the Funding of Top-Level Research at Universities in 

the version dated 4 November 2022 (available in German only): 

https://www.gwk-bonn.de/fileadmin/Redaktion/Dokumente/Papers/Verwaltungsverein-

barung_Exzellenzstrategie_2022.pdf  

Web page of the Gemeinsame Wissenschaftskonferenz (GWK, Joint Science Conference) on the 

Excellence Strategy programme (available in German only):  

https://www.gwk-bonn.de/themen/foerderung-von-hochschulen/exzellenzstrategie-exzellenzi-

nitiative 

Web page of the Wissenschaftsrat (WR, German Science and Humanities Council) on the Excel-

lence Strategy programme:  

https://www.wissenschaftsrat.de/EN/Fields-of-Activity/Competitive_review_processes/Excel-

lence-Strategy/excellence-strategy.html 

Web page of the Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft (DFG, German Research Foundation) on the 

Excellence Strategy programme:  

https://www.dfg.de/en/research_funding/funding_initiative/excellence_strategy/index.html 

Web page of the Excellence Strategy programme: 

https://www.exzellenzstrategie.de/en 

Contact persons at the WR Head Office:  

Dr. Inka Spang-Grau  

E-mail: spang-grau(at)wissenschaftsrat.de 

Telephone: +49 (0)221 3776-281 

Dr. Verena Witte 

E-mail: witte(at)wissenschaftsrat.de 

Telephone: +49 (0)221 3776-217 

Further contact persons can be found here:  

https://www.wissenschaftsrat.de/EN/Fields-of-Activity/Competitive_review_processes/Excel-

lence-Strategy/Contact_persons/contact_persons_node.html 

https://www.gwk-bonn.de/fileadmin/Redaktion/Dokumente/Papers/Verwaltungsvereinbarung_Exzellenzstrategie_2022.pdf
https://www.gwk-bonn.de/fileadmin/Redaktion/Dokumente/Papers/Verwaltungsvereinbarung_Exzellenzstrategie_2022.pdf
https://www.gwk-bonn.de/themen/foerderung-von-hochschulen/exzellenzstrategie-exzellenzinitiative
https://www.gwk-bonn.de/themen/foerderung-von-hochschulen/exzellenzstrategie-exzellenzinitiative
https://www.wissenschaftsrat.de/EN/Fields-of-Activity/Competitive_review_processes/Excellence-Strategy/excellence-strategy.html
https://www.wissenschaftsrat.de/EN/Fields-of-Activity/Competitive_review_processes/Excellence-Strategy/excellence-strategy.html
https://www.dfg.de/en/research_funding/funding_initiative/excellence_strategy/index.html
https://www.exzellenzstrategie.de/en
https://www.wissenschaftsrat.de/EN/Fields-of-Activity/Competitive_review_processes/Excellence-Strategy/Contact_persons/contact_persons_node.html
https://www.wissenschaftsrat.de/EN/Fields-of-Activity/Competitive_review_processes/Excellence-Strategy/Contact_persons/contact_persons_node.html
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