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I .  SPE AK E R B IOGRAPHIE S  

Dorothee Bär 
federal minister of research, technology and space 

Dorothee Bär was born on April 19, 1978, in the imperial and 
episcopal city of Bamberg, which borders her home district of 
Hassberge, where she grew up in Ebelsbach. At the age of 14, 
she joined the Junge Union (Young Union), and then, in 1994, 
the parent party, the CSU. She moved to the state capital, 
Munich, to study and became involved in Bavaria-wide politics 
as state chairwoman of the RCDS (Association of Christian-
Democratic Students). 

She has been a member of the CSU party executive since 2001 
and was elected to the German Bundestag in the 2002 federal 
election. From 2009 to 2013, she was deputy secretary-general 
of the CSU and spokesperson for the CDU/CSU parliamentary 
group in the Bundestag for family, seniors, women, and youth. 

From December 2013 to March 2018, she was Parliamentary State Secretary at the Fed-
eral Ministry of Transport and Digital Infrastructure. From March 2018 to December 2021, 
she was Minister of State in the Federal Chancellery and Federal Government Commissioner 
for Digitalisation. From 2021 to 2025, she was deputy chair of the CDU/CSU parliamentary 
group in the Bundestag for family and culture. 

Faten Ben Abdelaziz 
head of enhanced wellbeing unit at who, department of health promotion 

Dr Faten Ben Abdelaziz is Technical Lead Health Promotion 
in the Department of Determinants, Promotion and Prevention 
at the World Health Organization Headquarters, providing tech-
nical support to WHO Member States in policies and programmes 
development in areas of health promotion. She oversees the 
work on good governance for health and well-being societies, 
including healthy cities, health promoting schools, health literacy 
and community engagement.   

Her current work focus is on intersectoral governance and poli-
cies that promote well-being of societies, promoting population 
levels health literacy, community empowerment, urban gover-
nance for health and well-being and health promoting schools. 

Dr Ben Abdelaziz has previously served at the WHO Regional Office for the Eastern Medi-
terranean region (EMRO) as Regional Adviser for Health Education and Promotion and 
Coordinator of Health Promotion in the Department of Prevention of Noncommunicable 
Diseases (NCDs).  At the WHO Centre for Health Development in Kobe, Japan, she served 
as Technical Officer for Health Promotion, Urbanization and Health, Health Equity, 
Women’s Health and Gender, and Social Determinants of Health. 

Photo: Federal Government |  
Steffen Kugler 
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Cornelia Betsch 
director of the institute for planetary health behaviour,university  
of erfurt  

Cornelia Betsch is Director of the Institute for Planetary Health 
Behaviour and Professor of Health Communication at the 
University of Erfurt, and leads the Health Communication 
Working Group at the Bernhard Nocht Institute for Tropical 
Medicine in Hamburg.  

Her research focuses on health and planetary health 
behaviours, including climate action, antibiotic use, and 
vaccination behaviour. She initiated the COVID-19 Snapshot 
Monitoring (COSMO) and Planetary Health Action Survey 
(PACE). In 2017, she launched Germany’s first master’s 
program in health communication. She received the German 
Psychology Prize and Thuringian Research Prize, serves on the 

German Ethics Council, and established the WHO Collaborating Center for Behavioural 
Research (BRIGHT) in Global Health, where she and her team support the WHO in 
improving global health through social and behavioural science insights. 

Alessandro Falcone 
medical student at heinrich heine university and medical influencer 

Alessandro Falcone is a medical student in his final clinical 
year at Heinrich Heine University Duesseldorf and a doctoral 
researcher at the German Diabetes Center. His research 
focuses on exercise induced adaptations in skeletal muscle 
and their relevance for metabolic health. Alongside his aca-
demic work, he is active in evidence based health education 
and science communication.  

He hosts the podcast »Modern Medicine«, where he speaks 
with leading experts in medicine, nutrition and exercise science 
about evidence based strategies for a long and healthy life. 
Additionally, he creates short form educational content on 

preventive and lifestyle medicine via his social media channels, 
reaching more than 100.000 subscribers across all platforms. 

Photo: Alessandro Falcone 

Photo: Enver Hirsch 
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Christian Gerloff 
medical director and chairman at university medical center hamburg- 
eppendorf  

Professor Christian Gerloff is the CEO and Medical Director 
of the University Medical Center Hamburg-Eppendorf (UKE). 
He served from 2006 to 2022 as Director of the Department 
of Neurology and Head of the Neurocenter at the UKE.  

After studying medicine in Freiburg and Vienna, he completed 
his neurology training in Tübingen and conducted research 
for three years at the National Institutes of Health in Bethesda, 
USA. His clinical and scientific expertise focuses on stroke-
related brain plasticity and reorganization of neuronal net-
works, combined with translational and clinical research on 
stroke therapy.  

As a CEO, his major goal is to transform the UKE digitally and 
modernize processes and governance, in order to firmly establish this hospital among the 
leading institutions of German university medicine. He joined the Committee on Medicine 
of the Wissenschaftsrat in 2024. 

Henrike Hartmann 
volkswagen foundation 

Career 

2015: Head of the Business Unit Funding (formerly funding 
department) and Member of the Executive Board 

2010-2015: Head of the team "People and Structures" 
within the funding department 

1998: Transfer to the Volkswagen Foundation as specialist 
for biomedicine and neuroscience  

1995-1998: Postdoctoral fellow at Boston Children's Hospital, 
Harvard Medical School/USA and research associate in 
pharmacology at the University of Frankfurt. 

1993: Doctorate in the field of psychopharmacology at the 
Central Institute for Mental Health in Mannheim/University of Heidelberg 

1984-1989: Pharmacy studies in Freiburg 

Committees 

Chairwoman of the Constance University Council 

Member of the Board of Trustees of the University of Frankfurt  

Member of the Board of Trustees of the Max Planck Institutes for Metabolism Research, 
for Biology of Aging, and for Plant Breeding Research, all in Cologne, Germany 
  

Photo: Private 

Photo: VolkswagenStiftung 



  

      
  
  

6 | 23  

  

 

Clemens Hoch 
minister for science and health rhineland-palatinate 

Clemens Hoch has been Minister for Science and Health 
of Rhineland-Palatinate since 18 May 2021. He was previously 
State Secretary and Head of the State Chancellery from 2014 
to 2021.  

Before starting his political career in the state government 
of Rhineland-Palatinate, he worked as a self-employed lawyer 
for seven years after studying law in Bonn and spending a year 
on an Erasmus programme in Prague. 

 

 

 

 

Wolfgang Hoffmann 
head of department at section healthcare epidemiology and community 
health, university medicine greifswald 

Wolfgang Hoffmann is a Professor of Population-based 
Epidemiology of Health Care and Community Health at the 
University Medicine Greifswald, Germany. He is also the 
Managing Director of the Institute for Community Medicine 
there. Professor Hoffmann is Speaker of the Rostock/ 
Greifswald site of the German Center for Neurodegenerative 
Diseases e. V. (DZNE). He serves as the Head of the Central 
Unit of the Clinical Cancer Registry Mecklenburg-Western 
Pomerania (KR M-V). 

Professor Hoffmann is responsible for the central data 
management of the NAKO Health Study (together with 
Professor Oliver Stegle, DKFZ) and the German Centre  

for Cardiovascular Research (DZHK, together with Professor Dagmar Krefting, Göttingen). 
He is Chair of the Board of the German Network for Health Care Research (DNVF e. V.).  
He is a member of the Technology, Methods, and Infrastructure for Networked Medical 
Research (TMF) Executive Board since 2008, and served on the TMF Managing Board 
from 2011 to 2024. He is a member of the Scientific Advisory Board of the German Medical 
Association (Bundesärztekammer).  

He has been an auxiliary member of the Medicine Committee of the Science and Humanities 
Council (Wissenschaftsrat, Committee on Medicine / Ausschuss Medizin) for Prevention 
since 2024.  

His research focuses on regional healthcare and innovative interprofessional and inter- 
sectoral healthcare concepts, population-based intervention and prevention studies. 

Photo: Jonas Werner-Hohensee 
 

Photo TMF e.V.| Volkmar Otto 



  

      
  
  

7 | 23  

  

 

 

Stefanie Houwaart 
coordinator advisory board, brca-netzwerk e.v.  

Stefanie Houwaart is an interdisciplinary natural and public 
health scientist who, due to her own personal experience, has 
been involved in the BRCA-Netzwerk e.V. – Hilfe bei familiären 
Krebserkrankungen since 2012.  

As a patient representative for health research and policy, she 
brings the patient perspective to scientific projects and health 
policy committees. As a scientist, together with colleagues 
she founded the start-up partieval – Vermittlung partizipativer 
Kompetenzen, Prozessbegleitung und Evaluation im Bereich 
Gesundheit GmbH in 2024. In this context, she is dedicated 
to participatory research.  

For Stefanie Houwaart, cancer prevention is both a highly 
personal and a health policy priority: at the individual level, it is important to find the right 
path for oneself within the framework of scientific evidence; at the societal level, it is 
important to implement prevention based on fairness, solidarity and sustainability. 

Danielle Jansen 
associate professor and medical sociologist,  university of groningen, 
former minister of health, welfare and sport, netherlands 

Danielle Jansen, a sociologist with a PhD, was active in politics 
until last August, serving first as a Member of Parliament and 
later as Minister of Health, Welfare and Sport. Her appoint-
ment followed a long academic career, placing her work at the 
intersection of science and public governance.  

With a background in research and recent political experience, 
she brings an analytical, evidence‑informed approach to com-
plex societal issues. Her expertise includes prevention, public 
health, and reducing socioeconomic health inequalities, with 
a strong focus on translating scientific insights into policy and 
practice.  

Over the past year, she has also deepened her engagement 
with questions surrounding the democratic rule of law in the Netherlands and Europe, 
exploring how constitutional safeguards and democratic institutions shape societal chal-
lenges. 

Photo Tamara Pribaten, Bielefeld 
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Meri Koivusalo  
professor of global health and development, tampere university,  finland  

Meri Koivusalo, MD, PhD, MFPH, MSc is professor of global 
and public health at Tampere University and co-director 
of WHO Collaboration centre on Health in All Policies and 
Social Determinants of Health. She has a background in 
medicine, health, and global social policy with a MSc in environ-
mental health and policy. Her research background is in the 
interface between public health, health systems, and other 
policies, including economic and trade policies.  

She has published on global health and social policy, environ-
mental health, health systems, commercialisation and health, 
comparative health policy, access to medicines, and ethics on 
trade and health.   

Katharina Ladewig 
managing director, centre for artific ial intelligence in public health  
research, robert koch institute (rki)  

Professor Dr Katharina Ladewig is the Managing Director 
of the Center for Artificial Intelligence in Public Health 
Research (ZKI-PH) at the Robert Koch Institute, Germany’s 
National Public Health Institute. The ZKI-PH conducts interna-
tionally recognised, novel AI-supported public health research 
and Professor Dr Ladewig currently oversees its five research 
groups in AI Fundamentals, Phylogenomics, Image Analysis, 
Climate & Societal Analysis, and Visualisation, as well as 
managing the teams responsible for research collaborations, 
third-party funding strategy, project management, and science 
communication. 

Before joining the Robert Koch Institute, Professor Dr Ladewig 
served as Managing Director for EIT Health UK-Ireland (2015-

2018) and EIT Health Germany (2018-2022). She was also part of the management team 
of EIT Health e.V., a European network of 150 partners from science, research, and indus-
try focused on advancing healthcare innovations. Preceding this, she gained significant 
experience in managing international research and development projects in pharmaceuticals, 
biotechnology, and health, initiated and led partnerships between industry and academia, 
and conducted extensive fundamental research programmes in both Germany and Australia 
at various institutions. 

Professor Dr Ladewig earned her MSc in Chemistry from the Technical University of 
Chemnitz (Germany) in 2005 and received her PhD in Bio-Engineering from the University 
of Queensland (Australia) in 2009. She was awarded a Master of Business Administration 
by the University of Melbourne (Australia) in 2015, and was appointed Honorary Professor 
at the Medical University Lausitz (Germany) in 2025. 

Photo: Private 

Photo: Private 
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Cornelia Mahler 
director of nursing science department, university hospital and faculty  
of medicine, university of tübingen  

Professor Dr Cornelia Mahler Director, Department of Nursing 
Science, University Hospital Tübingen. As Dean of Studies, she 
leads the Bachelor’s programme in Nursing (B.Sc.) at the Uni-
versity of Tübingen in cooperation with Esslingen University of 
Applied Sciences.  

With a background as a registered nurse and early involvement 
in digital nursing documentation, she has been a strong advo-
cate for interdisciplinary collaboration and innovation in 
healthcare. She developed the Bachelor’s program in Interpro-
fessional Health Care (Heidelberg University) and continues to 
advance interprofessional education and research to improve 
patient safety and quality of care.  

Health promotion and prevention are key themes in nursing and rely on interprofessional 
collaborative and patient-centred practice. 

Jochen (J.O.) Mierau 
professor of public health economy, university of groningen netherlands 

Jochen O. Mierau (1983, Jena) is Professor of Public Health 
Economics and Vice-Dean for Research & Innovation at the 
University Medical Centre Groningen. His research explores 
the interaction between health and the economy, with particu-
lar emphasis on health inequalities, the commercial determi-
nants of health, and the economic value of prevention.  

He has published widely in interdisciplinary journals and ad-
vises policymakers on integrating economic perspectives into 
public health strategies.  

As Vice-Dean, he promotes collaboration across disciplines 
and institutions (public and private) to improve population 
health and reduce disparities. 

 

 

Photo: Private 
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Falko Mohrs 
minister for science and culture of lower saxony  

Falko Mohrs was born on July 23, 1984, in Wolfsburg. He worked 
as an assistant to the managing director, head of a sub-depart-
ment, and then production coordinator at Volkswagen AG in 
Wolfsburg before he became a member of the Bundestag from 
2017 to 2022.  

Since November 8, 2022, he has been Lower Saxony's Minister 
of Science and Culture, and since May 2025, Chair of the Joint 
Science Conference (GWK).   
 

 

 

Anita Patel 
health economist,  imperial college london 

Professor Anita Patel is the Provost’s Visiting Professor of 
Health Economics at Imperial College London and Honorary 
Professor at Queen Mary University of London.  

She is an internationally recognised health economist with 
more than 30 years’ experience in generating and applying 
economic evidence to improve health system design and 
policy. Her research focuses on public health approaches 
to prevention, early intervention and long-term care and has 
influenced national and international strategies in the care 
of stroke, mental health and many other non-communicable 
conditions.  

She has also contributed to international work on frameworks 
for assessing digital and preventive health innovations.  

Formerly the Director of Health Economics and Evaluation at Ipsos UK, and as a long-time 
academic researcher, she has delivered numerous national and international studies for 
governments, research agencies and public institutions, and continues to advise on value-
based health strategy and policy making.  

Photo: Moritz Küstner 
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Wolfgang Philipp 
principal adviser for health and crisis management, dg sante 
european commission  

Wolfgang Philipp is the Principal Adviser for health and crisis 
management at European Commission’s Directorate for Health 
and Food Safety (DG SANTE) since 2026.  He was the founding 
Deputy of the Commission’s Health Emergency Preparedness 
and Response Authority (HERA) in 2021 and worked before as 
Head of Unit for health preparedness and crisis management, 
with a focus on EU Member States response coordination, 
vaccine contracts and joint procurements during the Covid-19 
pandemic. 

He holds a PhD in microbiology of the Institut Pasteur and Uni-
versity of Paris, France, and continued to work on M. tuberculo-
sis genomics, AMR and pathogenesis at the Universities of 

Bern and Basel. He was a Scientific Member of the Basel Institute of Immunology (Hoffman 
La Roche AG), Switzerland, before joining the European Commission in 2001. 

Andreas Philippi 
minister of social affairs, employment, health and equal opportunities 
lower saxony | chair of the conference of health ministers (gmk),   
lower saxony  

Dr Philippi has served as Lower Saxony's Minister for Social 
Affairs, Labor, Health, and Equality since January 25, 2023. 
From 2021 to 2023, he was a member of the German Bundes-
tag and worked as a specialist in surgery at the Herzberg Clinic 
Medical Care Center (MVZ). 

From 2016 to 2021, he fulfilled the role of Deputy District 
Administrator and presided over the Committee for Social 
Affairs, Equality, and Integration in the District of Göttingen.  

Since 2011, Dr Philippi has been a member of the District 
Council of Göttingen (formerly Osterode). From 2009 to 2021, 
he served as Medical Director of the Herzberg Clinic Medical 
Care Center (MVZ), having established his own surgical prac-

tice in 2009. He earned his doctorate in 2006 with a dissertation on "Development and 
Diagnostics in the Treatment of Primary Hyperparathyroidism." Dr Philippi has been a 
certified specialist in surgery since 2001 and completed his secondary education in 1984 
at the CJD Christophorus-Schule in Bad Zwesten-Oberuff. 

Photo: Private 
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Anja Maria Rittner  
verband der ersatzkassen e.  v.  |  vice president of bundesvereinigung 
prävention und gesundheitsförderung e.v.  (bvpg)  

Dr Anja Maria Rittner is a senior healthcare executive with 
more than 15 years of leadership experience in statutory 
health insurance, health policy, and organizational trans- 
formation.  

As Director of the Health Department and Head of the 
Innovation Unit at the Association of Health Funds (vdek) 
in Berlin, she oversees the portfolios for prevention, 
rehabilitation, and long-term care, while shaping strategic 
innovation, organizational transformation, and national health 
policy. She also serves as Vice President of the German 
Federal Association for Prevention and Health Promotion 
(bvpg). 

Previously, Dr Rittner held senior leadership roles at vdek, including Head of the Administ-
rative Department and the Corporate Development Unit. She also led global health initiati-
ves at the Geneva office of the Konrad-Adenauer-Foundation. Dr Rittner holds a Diploma 
in Business Administration, a Master’s degree in European Business, and a Doctorate in 
Public Health. 

Heather Lynn Rogers  
ikerbasque associate professor, biobizkaia health research institute, spain 

Dr Rogers is an Ikerbasque Associate Professor at Biobizkaia 
Health Research Institute in Basque Country, Spain. She is 
a member of the Research in sciences of dissemination and 
implementation in health services group within the Primary 
health care, prevention, and chronic disease research area.  

She is current chair of the European Implementation Collabo-
rative (EIC, Basel, Switzerland) and treasurer of the WONCA 
(World Organization of National Colleges, Academies and 
Academic Associations of General Practitioners/Family 
Physicians) Working Party on Mental Health. She is a Support-
ing Member of the World Health Organization Pan-European 
Mental Health Coalition.  

Her background is in behavioral sciences, health, medical psychology and public health. 
She has been conducting research in collaboration with primary care research practice 
networks and in primary care settings for over 15 years.  

Photo: vdek / Georg J. Lopata 
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Eva Schernhammer 
head of department for epidemiology, medical university vienna |  
vienna prevention project  

Eva S. Schernhammer is Professor and Chair of Epidemiology 
at the Medical University of Vienna, Adjunct Professor at 
Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health, Lecturer on Medi-
cine at Harvard Medical School, and Associate Faculty at the 
Complexity Science Hub Vienna.  

A founder of ASciNA, she has longstanding Harvard affiliations 
since 2003. She holds an MD (Vienna), DrPH in Epidemiology 
(Harvard), and MPhil in Psychology (Vienna). A pioneer of 
circadian epidemiology, she studies circadian disruption, 
biomarkers, and population health using advanced modelling. 
During COVID-19, she expanded into infectious disease 
epidemiology.  

She is a member of the Austrian Academy of Sciences, Academia Europea, and the 
European Academy of Arts and Sciences.   

 

Georg Schütte 
ceo, volkswagen foundation 

Dr Georg Schütte has served as the CEO of the Volkswagen 
Foundation since 7 March 2025. Prior to this appointment, 
he served as the Foundation's Secretary General, a role he 
took up on 1 January 2020, following his election by the Board 
of Trustees. 

From 2009 to 2019, Dr Schütte held the position of State 
Secretary at the German Federal Ministry of Education and 
Research. In this role, he concentrated on research funding, 
European research policy, and international scientific coopera-
tion. Between 2018 and 2019, he led the federal-state negotia-
tions on the financing of Germany's science system. 

Prior to his current role, he served as Secretary General of the 
Alexander von Humboldt Foundation from 2004 to 2009, as Executive Director of the 
German-American Fulbright Commission from 2001 to 2003, and as Head of the Policy 
Department of the Alexander von Humboldt Foundation from 1998 to 2001. 

Photo: Private 
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Sarah Stapel 
president of the association gemeinsam für psychische gesundheit e.v.   
(“together for mental health”)  

Sarah Stapel studied Psychology at the University of Greifswald. 
From October 2021 to March 2024, she worked as a student 
assistant at the Chair of Clinical Psychology and Psychotherapy 
as well as at the Center for Psychological Psychotherapy at the 
University of Greifswald.  

Since April 2024, she has been working there as a research 
associate under the supervision of Professor Dr Eva-Lotta 
Brakemeier. In April 2025, she began her training as a 
Psychological Psychotherapist at the Center for Psychological 
Psychotherapy. Since December 2024, she has also served as 
President of the association Gemeinsam für psychische Gesund-
heit e.V. (“Together for Mental Health”).  

As part of her doctoral research, she examines the impact of global crises on mental health, 
with a particular focus on the climate crisis. 

Timo Ståhl  
chief specialist in effectiveness of preventive work unit,  f innish institute 
for health and welfare (thl)  

Timo Ståhl is a leading expert in health promotion, with a 
special focus on the “Health in All Policies” (HiAP) approach. 
With over 25 years of experience at local, national, EU, and 
global levels, he was the lead editor of the landmark book 
Health in All Policies: Prospects and Potential (2006).  

His research focuses on evaluating organizational capacity for 
health promotion, which led to the creation of Finland’s 
national Benchmarking System for Health Promotion Capacity 
Building and the development of the “health promotion 
coefficient” used in allocating state subsidies. 

Recently, his work has focused on real-world evaluation of 
preventive efforts and their cost-effectiveness and cost-benefit 

within the context of impact investing. He also leads the PUHTI project, which integrates 
real-world data from non-traditional sources – such as grocery sales, payment defaults, 
and social media – into digital dashboards to support municipal and regional decision-
making.  

He has authored over 150 publications.  
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Han Steutel  
president of associat ion of research-based pharmaceutical companies (vfa)  

Han Steutel, born in 1959, has been serving as President of the 
Association of Research-based Pharmaceutical Companies (vfa) 
since 2019. He had served on the organisation’s Board of 
Directors since 2009 and as a Chair since 2016. 

Previously, he worked as Senior Vice President and General 
Manager Germany for the research-based pharmaceutical 
company Bristol-Myers Squibb. Steutel started his career 
in 1987 at AstraZeneca in the Netherlands, before moving 
to Bristol-Myers Squibb in 1999. Prior to being appointed 
General Manager of the company in Germany in 2008, Han 
Steutel worked as General Manager for the Dutch headquarters 

of Bristol-Myers Squibb for five years. Furthermore, he held 
leadership positions in the Netherlands in various trade associations, including as Chair-
man of the Pharmaceutical Group of the American Chamber of Commerce in the Nether-
lands, and later as President of Nefarma, the Dutch association of research-based 
pharmaceutical companies.  

Han Steutel serves on the Präsidium of BDI (Bundesverband der Deutschen Industrie) and 
is a member of the Board of Directors of the American Chamber of Commerce (AmCham).  

Han Steutel is married, has three sons and holds a degree in English literature. 

Veronika von Messling 
directorate-general of the l ife science division at the german  
federal ministry of research, technology and space  

Professor Dr Veronika von Messling is Directorate-General 
of the Life Science Division at the German Federal Ministry 
of Research, Technology and Space. She obtained her veteri-
nary degree and her doctorate degree in veterinary virology 
from the Veterinary School Hannover, Germany.  

After postdoctoral training at Mayo Clinic in Rochester, MN, 
she was Assistant Professor at INRS-Institut Armand-Frappier 
in Laval, QC, and then Associate Professor at Duke-NUS Medi-
cal School, Singapore, before becoming Director of the Veteri-
nary Division at Paul-Ehrlich-Institute, the German Federal 
Institute of Vaccines and Biomedicines, in Langen, Germany. 

 

Photo: vfa | B.Brundert 
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Anna Wagner  
assistant professor at the centre for language studies, radboud  
university netherlands 

Dr Anna Wagner is an Assistant Professor of Health Communi-
cation at Radboud University in Nijmegen, the Netherlands.  

She serves as project leader and cluster co-lead in the EU 
Horizon Consortium “PerPrev-CID – Personalized Disease 
Prediction and Prevention of Chronic Inflammatory Disorders”. 
She earned her PhD in Communication Science at the Univer-
sity of Augsburg (Germany) and subsequently worked as a 
postdoctoral researcher in suicide prevention communication 
at the School of Public Health, Bielefeld University (Germany).  

Her research focuses on interpersonal communication, media 
effects, and media representations of health and illness. Anna 
Wagner currently chairs the Health Communication Divisions 

of both the German Communication Association and the Netherlands & Flanders Communi-
cation Association. 

Nina Warken  
federal minister of health 

Born on 15 May 1979 in Bad Mergentheim; Roman Catholic; 
married with 3 children. 

1998: ‘Abitur’ university entrance qualification at Matthias-
Grünewald-Gymnasium in Tauberbischofsheim;  

From 1998 until 2002: Studied law at Heidelberg University; 
2003: First state examination in law, then legal internship 
at Mosbach Regional Court; 2005: Second state examination 
in law. 

From 2006: Admission as a lawyer and roles in medium-sized 
law firms. 

From 1999 until 2014: Member of the Junge Union (youth wing 
of the CDU); Since 2000: Member of the CDU; From 2006 until 

2014: Deputy Federal Chair of the Junge Union; Member of the regional executive commit-
tee for CDU Nordwürttemberg; Member of the district executive committee for CDU Main-
Tauber; Member of the federal executive committee of the Frauen Union (women’s union) 
of the CDU in Germany; Chair of the CDU federal committee for internal security; From 
2023 until 2025: Secretary General of the CDU in Baden-Württemberg. Since 2025 Chair-
woman of the Frauen Union (women's union) of the CDU in Germany. 

From 2015 until 2023: President of the THW regional association for Baden-Württemberg. 

From 2004 until 2024: Member of Tauberbischofsheim town council; From 2014 until 
2019: Member of the district council for the Main-Tauber district. 

From 2013 until 2017 and since 2018: Member of the German Bundestag. 

Since 6 May 2025: Federal Minister of Health. 

Photo: Private 
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Wolfgang Wick  
chair of the german science and humanities council  |  
professor of neurology and neuro-oncologist at heidelberg university  

Professor Dr Wolfgang Wick has been Chairman of the German 
Humanities and Science Council (WR) since 2023 and Chair-
man of the Council's Committee of Medicine since 2022. 

He is Medical Director of General Neurology and holds the 
Chair of Neurology with a focus on Neuro-Oncology at Heidel-
berg University Hospital. He is also the centre spokesperson 
for the Heidelberg Head Clinic and head of the Department 
of Neuro-Oncology at the German Cancer Research Center 
(DKFZ). His research focuses on brain tumors, tumor immunol-
ogy, biomarker development, imaging, and stroke care, among 
other areas. 

After completing his habilitation at the Institute of Neuropathology 
at the University of Tübingen (2003), Wick became Deputy Medical Director of General 
Neurology at the University Medical Center Tübingen in 2006, then Medical Director 
of the Department of Neuro-Oncology/NCT and Professor of Clinical Neuro-Oncology 
at the University of Heidelberg in 2007. 

Among other things, he has been a member of the Leopoldina – National Academy of 
Sciences since 2020 and was President of the European Association for Neuro-Oncology 
(EANO) from 2016 to 2018. 

Throughout his career, Wolfgang Wick has received numerous honors, including the 
German Cancer Award in 2015 and the Heinrich Pette Prize from the German Society 
of Neurology in 2006 (now known as the Science Award). Wolfgang Wick has been listed 
as a Highly Cited Researcher since 2019. 

Eva Winkler  
head of the institute for medical and data ethics and the section  
translational medical ethics, heidelberg university 

Eva Winkler is professor for translational medical ethics, 
director of the Institute for Medical and Data Ethics (IMDE), 
and vice-dean for digitalization at the Medical Faculty of Heidel-
berg University. She is a specialist in hematology and oncology, 
member of the board of directors of the National Center for Tu-
mor Diseases (NCT) Heidelberg and works as a senior physician 
in the Department of Medical Oncology at the University Hospi-
tal Heidelberg (UKHD). Eva Winkler holds a doctorate in cancer 
research and a PhD in medical and health ethics. Her main 
research areas are: clinical ethics, research ethics, and public 
health ethics.  

Eva Winkler is scientific director and spokesperson of EURAT 
(interdisciplinary platform for Ethical and Legal Aspects of Translational Medicine) and one 
of the founding directors of the Camilla and Georg Jellinek Center for Ethics at Heidelberg 
University. As an expert, Eva Winkler is active in various committees: she is vice-chair 
of the German Ethics Council, chair of ZEKO – Central Ethics Commission of the German 
Medical Association, and vice-president of the Academy for Ethics in Medicine (AEM). 
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Hajo Zeeb  
head of department of prevention and evaluation, leibniz institute  
for prevention research and epidemiology (bips)  

Hajo Zeeb is Professor of Epidemiology at the University 
of Bremen and Head of the Department of Prevention 
and Evaluation at the Leibniz Institute for Prevention Research 
and Epidemiology – BIPS, Bremen.  

He is a senior visiting scientist at IARC (2024-2027) working 
in the scientific secretariat of the European Code against 
Cancer 5th edition and is also involved with WHO in various 
NCD-related projects.  

His main research interests lie in the field of implementation 
and prevention research, social and environmental epidemiology 
as well as in the evidence base of public health. Hajo Zeeb 
is speaker of the interdisciplinary Leibniz-Science Campus 

Digital Public Health Bremen and chairman of the German Public Health Association. 

Sandra Zimmermann 
head of scientif ic dialogue, wifor inst itute  

Author, lecturer, economist: Dr Sandra Zimmermann is Head 
of Scientific Dialogue at WifOR Institute and part of the lea-
dership team. 

Dr Zimmermann has 15 years of research experience at WifOR 
and advocates for a progressive, healthy, and innovative 
society. As a vastly experienced macroeconomist, she facilita-
tes the transfer of knowledge from science to praxis. Further-
more, she acts as a sparring partner for each of WifOR’s 
research areas, driving the conceptualization and development 
of relevant projects. 

As an expert in international social policy, she has spoken at 
high-level events such as the H20 Summit and has regularly 

given interviews to major media outlets including Deutsche Welle, Tagesspiegel, and ARD. 
Dr Zimmermann is also a member of the German Association for Social Policy Rese-
arch (VfS) and the German Association for Social Science Labor Market Research (SAMF). 
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https://www.tagesspiegel.de/wirtschaft/karriere/auch-mit-ki-unersetzlich-welche-jobs-haben-in-deutschland-eine-zukunft-13591054.html
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https://samf.de/
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I I .  MOD ERATION 

Tobias Schmid 
moderator  

Tobias Schmid (Website) is a moderator for high-level confer-
ences and policy dialogues in the fields of health, digital trans-
formation, and technology governance.  

Moderating in German and English, he guides complex 
discussions between academia, policy, and practice with 
analytical depth, structural clarity, and a strong focus on 
implementation and impact. 

Tobias is a doctoral researcher in Media and Communication 
Studies at Tampere University. His research examines how 
digital interface design shapes the production, communication, 
and perception of health knowledge, with a particular focus on 
mobile and wearable technologies. This academic background 

enables him to engage confidently with scientific evidence, translational research pro-
cesses, and questions of public health implementation. 

 

Photo: Michael Zimmer | Prototype 
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I I I .  B ACK GROUND  INFORMATION FOR SESSION “APPL IC ATION NET WORK S IN RESEARCH 

AND  HE AL THCARE ” 

I I I .1  Building Prevention, Connection, and Well-Being in the Community | Together for Mental 
Health e. V. 

Gemeinsam für psychische Gesundheit e.V. (Together for Mental Health e.V.) is a non-
profit association dedicated to the prevention of mental illness, the promotion of psycho-
logical well-being, the reduction of stigma, and the strengthening of community-based 
mental health support structures in Greifswald and the wider Mecklenburg–Vorpommern 
region in Germany. Founded in October 2021 by Professor Dr Eva-Lotta Brakemeier and 
officially registered as a non-profit association in December 2023, the initiative emerged 
from work at the Centre for Psychological Psychotherapy at the University of Greifswald. 
Its original aim was to extend evidence-based mental health knowledge beyond academic 
contexts and make it accessible to the broader public. From the outset, the association 
has followed a clear preventive orientation, grounded in the conviction that sustainable 
mental health promotion must begin early, before psychological strain develops into clini-
cal disorder. 

Mission and Core Objectives 

At the heart of the association’s work are three interrelated goals, all guided by a strong 
preventive framework: 

1 −  Informing, Preventing, and Destigmatizing: Together for Mental Health emphasizes 
prevention through education, awareness-raising, and public dialogue. By providing 
accessible, evidence-based information and creating open spaces for conversation, 
the association seeks to enhance mental health literacy, reduce risk factors, and 
strengthen protective resources such as resilience, coping skills, and social connect-
edness. Destigmatization is understood as a central preventive strategy, lowering 
barriers to early help-seeking and fostering a culture of openness around mental 
health. 

2 −  Supporting and Accompanying Individuals: Beyond universal prevention, the association 
offers low-threshold support for individuals experiencing psychological strain or height-
ened vulnerability, as well as for their families. This includes orientation, guidance, and 
referral to existing services. These efforts are closely linked to prevention, as early 
support and timely navigation can help prevent the escalation or chronification of 
mental health difficulties. 

3 −  Connecting and Networking: A key priority is the connection of diverse stakeholders, 
including citizens, health professionals, researchers, policymakers, and community 
organizations. Through interdisciplinary networking, Together for Mental Health con-
tributes to a coordinated, prevention-oriented mental health landscape, facilitating 
knowledge exchange and the development of sustainable, community-based solutions. 

Key Activities and Preventive Initiatives 

One of the association’s flagship activities is the Forum for Mental Health, a monthly public 
event that brings together community members, scientists, clinicians, individuals with lived 
experience, relatives, and professionals from the health and social sectors. The forum 
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promotes dialogue, shared learning, and early awareness by combining scientific perspec-
tives with practical and experiential knowledge. In addition, Together for Mental Health 
engages in responsive preventive initiatives addressing current societal challenges. For 
example, the association has collaborated with local psychosocial centers to provide low-
threshold counseling and outreach services for individuals psychologically affected by the 
war in Ukraine. These initiatives aim to mitigate long-term mental health consequences 
through early intervention and the strengthening of coping resources. 

Governance and Regional Anchoring 

The association is led by a committed executive board: 

_ President: Sarah Stapel 

_ Vice President: Eva-Lotta Brakemeier 

_ Treasurer: Sophie Hauck 

_ Board Member: Nina Hackbarth 

Its work is further supported by distinguished patrons, including Bettina Martin, Minister 
for Science, Culture, Federal and European Affairs; Stefanie Drese, Minister for Social 
Affairs, Health and Sport; Katharina Riedel, Rector of the University of Greifswald and 
Stefan Fassbinder, Mayor of the City of Greifswald. 

Their patronage highlights the association’s strong regional embeddedness and societal 
relevance. 

Outlook 

Together for Mental Health stands as a community-oriented, prevention-focused initia-
tive that bridges research, clinical practice, and public engagement. Its work underscores 
the importance of collective responsibility, early intervention, and sustained mental health 
promotion in building a resilient society—one in which psychological well-being is actively 
protected, supported, and valued.  
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I I I .2  Health communication and Prevention | Alessandro Falcone 

Modern Medicine Podcast 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
»Modern Medicine« is a science communication podcast from Germany that translates 
research into understandable, relevant and actionable prevention knowledge for a broad 
audience. The project’s core idea is simple: prevention fails when evidence stays inside 
journals, professional guidelines, or specialist language. Modern Medicine aims to close 
this gap by making high quality, evidence informed health information accessible to every-
one. 

Each episode features in depth conversations with leading experts from medicine, nutrition 
science and exercise science, focusing on longevity and modern preventive medicine. 
Topics range from lifestyle medicine, metabolic and cardiovascular health to emerging 
diagnostic and therapeutic concepts. A central quality standard is the deliberate selection 
of leading scientists and experts and an interview style that critically examines claims, 
discusses uncertainties and limitations, and explores topics beyond simplified headlines. 
With more than 2,000 five star ratings on Spotify and regular placements in the podcast 
charts, Modern Medicine is among the most successful medical podcasts in Germany. 

The host, Alessandro Falcone, is a medical student in his final clinical year at Heinrich 
Heine University Duesseldorf and a doctoral researcher at the German Diabetes Center. 
His research focuses on exercise induced adaptations in skeletal muscle and their rele-
vance for metabolic health. Alongside the podcast, he creates short form educational 
content on preventive and lifestyle medicine via his social media channels, reaching more 
than 100,000 subscribers across all platforms.  

I I I .3  Vienna Prevention Project | VIPP 

The Vienna Prevention Project (ViPP) is a major research and public health initiative 
launched jointly by the Medical University of Vienna and the City of Vienna. It represents 
Austria’s ambition to transform how health and disease prevention are understood and 
practised by placing preventive medicine at the centre of healthcare rather than focusing 
primarily on treatment. 

Purpose and Goals 

At its core, ViPP aims to increase healthy life years for the Austrian population. While life 
expectancy in Austria has risen, the years lived in good health remain relatively low, pla-
cing strain on the healthcare system, the economy, and social services. The project seeks 

Scan to open the podcast 
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to address this imbalance by deepening understanding of how major diseases develop 
and interact, and by identifying ways to prevent them effectively.  

ViPP’s key objectives are to: 

_ Establish detailed health data from a representative sample of Vienna’s population using 
state-of-the-art clinical and molecular methods, including precision medicine techniques. 

_ Understand individual differences in disease development, progression, and risk factors. 

_ Advance preventive strategies that detect disease early or prevent it altogether, improving 
both health outcomes and resource efficiency in healthcare. 

_ Support health system planning with robust evidence on prevention’s medical and econo-
mic value. 

Study Design and Scope 

ViPP plans to recruit around 20,000 participants from Vienna’s population, who will be 
randomized to either an intensive early detection programme or baseline health examina-
tions. Comprehensive lifestyle, psychosocial, occupational and mental health data will be 
collected alongside clinical diagnostics, imaging and biological samples, which will be 
stored in a biobank for future research. Integrated data analysis and artificial intelligence 
will be used to develop predictive models and personalised prevention strategies by linking 
molecular changes with clinical outcomes. 

Vision and Long-Term Impact 

ViPP is intended to serve as a model for modern preventive healthcare. Its long-term vision 
includes establishing innovative preventive health centres in Vienna and eventually across 
Austria, that offer comprehensive, accessible preventive services under one roof (“one-
stop shop”), including medical screening, psychosocial support, occupational health 
services, and digital aftercare. 

An important goal is to demonstrate that investing in prevention, even if it involves advan-
ced and initially costly methods, can lead to lower overall healthcare costs, reduce disease 
burden, and enable better allocation of resources by shifting emphasis away from late-stage 
curative care. 

Significance 

By generating detailed, longitudinal health data and integrating clinical, molecular, and 
lifestyle information, the Vienna Prevention Project aims to reshape preventive medicine 
in Austria. Its findings are expected to inform public health policy, foster personalised 
prevention approaches, and ultimately contribute to healthier ageing and reduced disease 
prevalence across the population.  

 


	I. Speaker Biographies
	B-G
	H-J
	K-M
	P-R
	S-V
	W-Z

	II. Moderation
	III. Background Information for Session “Application Networks in Research and Healthcare”
	III.1 Building Prevention, Connection, and Well-Being in the Community | Together for Mental Health e. V.
	Mission and Core Objectives
	Key Activities and Preventive Initiatives
	Governance and Regional Anchoring
	Outlook

	III.2 Health communication and Prevention | Alessandro Falcone
	III.3 Vienna Prevention Project | VIPP
	Purpose and Goals
	ViPP’s key objectives are to:
	Study Design and Scope
	Vision and Long-Term Impact
	Significance



